Ordeal by Fire

Naturally I was astounded, though not overpowered, by
the intelligence. I did not lose my head. I asked my infor-
mant the quickest route to London; I paid my bill, ordered
a cab, got the luggage together, and we made our way with
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all possible speed to the quay, where we were just in time to
catch the vessel. So great was the haste with which we left
that we were driven to the waterside by the hotel porter.

The fire-fiend had struck at the heart of the very
buildings which had lately been the scene of the Jubilee
glory. The block of buildings which extended from
No. 147 to No. 159 Queen's Road, and which abutted
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